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Devon School Library Service - Group Readers 
FOUNDATION and KS1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P DENOTES POETRY 
 
AHLBERG Allan    Each peach pear plum    BAND 3 
The classic "I spy" book for children who know their traditional tales and rhymes; 
encourages prediction. 
FOUNDATION Communication language and literacy 
Predictable structures and patterned language  
 
AHLBERG Alan  
& BRIGGS Raymond  The adventures of Bert   BAND 5 
Bert’s adventures are told over five chapters and engage the reader from the first 
page.  The writing is simple and witty and this style is repeated in the illustrations that 
focus on Bert with lots of the page left white but none-the-less packed with visual 
humour.  Also useful for high interest / low ability. 
YEAR 2  Significant authors, humorous stories 
 
ALHBERG Janet and Allan  Funnybones     BAND 7 
A modern classic which explores the nightime antics of three skeletons through a 
humorous, cumulative text, songs and speech bubbles. 
YEAR 2 significant authors 
Language play, humorous stories 
 
ALBOROUGH Jez    Where's my teddy?    BAND 5 
A quirky tale told in rhyme, with lots to discuss about relative size and being different. 
YEAR 1 Stories and rhymes with predictable and repetitive patterns 
 
ANDREAE Giles   Pants      BAND 6 
A bright and colourful rhyming look at the infinite variety of pants!  It’s great fun. 
FOUNDATION Stories with predictable structures and patterned language 
 
 
 
 
 

You can borrow either five sets of Group Readers from this list or select 
any 5 sets from the Group Readers and Playsets lists.  You can now mix 
and match to provide the combination which best suits your needs.  
Bookbands are given as a guide.  We would welcome any feedback. 



ANHOLT Lawrence  Jack and the dreamsack   BAND 11 
Follow Jack as he tries to capture his exciting dreams so that he can enjoy them 
when he is awake as well. His journey leads him through magical landscapes 
populated by magical creatures and people. 
YEAR 1  Stories about fantasy worlds 
 
ASHLEY Bernard    Cleversticks     BAND 9 
Everyone has something to offer, as the class finds out in this primary school story 
about self-esteem. 
YEAR 2 Stories with familiar settings 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Good to be me 
 
AXTELL David   We’re going on a lion hunt  BAND 5 
An alternative retelling of the classic ‘Bear Hunt’.  Attractive full page illustrations 
show the landscape and wildlife of Africa as a backdrop to the patterned text 
describing the children’s adventure. 
YEAR 1 patterned language from a range of cultures 
 
AYLMORE Angela   I like outer space 
Excellent photographs, many with clear labels, are a strength of this book. Much of 
the book is told in the first person with only one or two sentences on each page. The 
book has a simple contents page, index and glossary. The style invites discussion. 
Explanation 
 
BARRACLOUGH Sue  Animal needs 
This non fiction title is visually stimulating, with full page photographs and a variety of 
fonts. It employs a question and answer format to invite pupil participation. The 
question is on one page and includes clues to encourage prediction, with the answer 
over the page. Ideal for Year 2 and could be used with older, reluctant readers. 
Year 2 Explanation 
 
BARTRAM Simon   The man in the moon   BAND 8 
This vibrant picture book describes Bob’s day using a clever mixture of the mundane 
and the extraordinary. The clear text tells us one story and the big and bold 
illustrations tell us a whole lot more! 
YEAR 1  Stories about fantasy worlds 
 
BECK Ian     Five little ducks     BAND 3 
A pleasing, illustrated version of the counting-backwards rhyme. 
FOUNDATION  Mathematical development 
Stories with predictable structures and patterned language 
 
BLAKE Quentin    All join in      BAND 8 
This favourite illustrator's rumbustious rhyme, wonderful for noisy participation. 
FOUNDATION physical development (action rhymes, music) 
Stories and rhymes with predictable and patterned language 
 
BOON Debbie    Gio’s pizza      BAND 9 
Wonderful, rhyming text which describes in mouth-watering fashion Signor Fabrizzi’s 
pizzas. Vibrant illustrations enrich the text which includes a delicious pizza recipe! 
YEAR 1 Stories from a range of cultures, rhyme and repetition  
 
 
 



BRADMAN Tony   The magnificent mummies    
An hilarious story featuring the Mummy family of Ancient Egypt from the popular Blue 
Bananas series. This would also be useful as a high interest / low ability text for older 
readers. 
YEAR 2  Extended stories 
 
BROWN Ruth    The big sneeze     BAND 11 
The first double page contains all the ingredients of the story. How well can children 
predict the chain of consequences? 
YEAR 2  Different stories by the same author 
Language play and funny stories 
 
BROWN Ruth   Imagine 
The rich and lyrical text perfectly complements the beautiful luminous illustrations in 
this simple tale of opposites. The patterned text can be used to stimulate children’s 
language development or form a structure for their own writing. The text is perfect to 
use at Foundation level looking at the language of opposites. 
FOUNDATION Opposites 
YEAR 1 Repetitive and patterned language  
 
BROWN Ruth    Toad       BAND 10 
Deliciously disgusting toad, lumps, bumps, warts and all, hunts his prey through the 
murky swamp, little realising his own danger. Rich illustrations match the exuberant 
language. 
YEAR 2 Different stories by the same author 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Good to be me 
 
BROWNE Eileen    Handa's surprise     BAND 9 
An ironic fact-filled story with glorious pictures in glowing colours. Good for counting 
and one-to-one matching. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar, predictable and patterned language from a range of 
cultures 
 
BUTTERWORTH Nick   Jasper’s beanstalk    BAND 4 
Jasper finds a bean, plants it and looks after it carefully. He then waits for it to grow, 
sure that it will lead him to an encounter with a giant. Bright and cheerful illustrations 
and a cute main character! 
FOUNDATION    Knowledge and understanding of the World 
Stories with predictable structures and patterned language 
 
CARLE Eric     Do you want to be my friend?   BAND 1 
This is an almost wordless book about mouse’s search for a friend. Beautiful, typical 
Eric Carle illustrations tell the simple story. 
SEAL FOUNDATION Getting on and falling out 
 
CARLE Eric     The very hungry caterpillar   BAND 6 
A long-time favourite, excellent for learning to read and good for many other things to 
know about : days of the week, colours, food, and so on. 
FOUNDATION Knowledge and understanding of the World 
Stories and rhymes with predictable structures and patterned language 
 
 
 
 



CASEY Patricia    Quack quack     BAND 2 
Very few words are needed to help the beautiful illustrations tell this simple story of 
spring in the farmyard. 
FOUNDATION Knowledge and understanding of the World 
Stories with predictable structures and patterned language 
 
CAVE Kathryn    Something else     BAND 8 
This very child-friendly picture book explores the theme of isolation and the making 
and breaking of friendships. 1997 UNESCO prize-winner. 
YEAR 1 Fantasy worlds 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Getting on and falling out 
 
COOPER Helen    The bear under the stairs   BAND 8 
Warm, humorous illustrations show what is going on in William's active imagination 
and in everyday life. Simple text full of assonance, repetition and rhyme. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Good to be me 
 
COOPER Helen    The house cat     BAND 9 
Forced into a cardboard box on moving day, Tom-cat ensures his escape and 
encounters many dangers on his return trip home. This award-winning illustrator 
magically combines text and paintings to create a heart-warming story. 
YEAR 2 Stories with familiar settings 
 
CRAWFORD Tracy  Bears      BAND 3 
A simple, consistent format with a sentence of text beneath a clear photograph, make 
this a great introduction to the joys of reading non fiction. Carefully selected images 
make this book appealing to a wide audience. 
Explanation 
 
CREBBIN June    Into the castle     BAND 10 
In traditional style the suspense builds up slowly and races to a surprising end. 
YEAR 1 Stories about fantasy worlds 
 
DALE Penny    Bet you can’t!     BAND 3 
Limited vocabulary shown as speech bubbles and attractively detailed illustrations, 
tells this story of a series of dares which end in a bit of a mess! 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
SEAL FOUNDATION Relationships 
 
DALY Niki     Jamela’s dress     BAND 8 
Jamela’s mum buys some dress material for Thelma’s wedding but Jamila is 
impatient to look beautiful. This beautifully illustrated story brings alive the colour of 
Cape Town. 
FOUNDATION Creative development (range of cultures) 
Stories from other cultures 
 
DANN Penny    Old MacDonald had a farm   BAND 6 
This ‘Little Orchard’ book is a simple version of this popular song, and as ever it’s 
great for sharing! 
YEAR 1 Traditional stories, rhymes 
 
 
 



FINCH Mary             The little red hen and the ear of wheat  BAND 5 
An accessible re-telling of this well-loved story with bold, colourful illustrations. 
YEAR 1 Traditional stories 
 
FLEMING Denise    In the tall, tall grass    BAND 4 
Bold and vibrant colour illustrations match the simple text in which insects and 
animals live in the "jungle" of the tall grass. 
YEAR 1 Predictable structures and patterned language 
 
FOREMAN Michael  Chicken Licken    BAND 7 
This is a wonderful version of the traditional tale.  The repetitive and patterned text 
flows beautifully and is well matched by typically vibrant colour illustrations. 
YEAR 1 Traditional stories 
 
GARLAND Sarah    Polly’s puffin     BAND 6 
Baby Jim has a habit of throwing things. One day while shopping Jim throws Polly’s 
toy puffin into the hood of a man’s duffle coat. This sparks off a frantic chase through 
the town. 
YEAR 2 Stories with familiar settings 
 
GARDNER Sally    The little nut tree     BAND 7 
An imaginative account of the story behind this classic nursery rhyme. 
YEAR 2 Traditional stories 
 
GLIORI Debbie    A lion at bedtime     BAND 9 
Humorous story about imaginary fears : one to compare with Helen Cooper's The 
bear under the stairs. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Good to be me 
 
GOODHART Pippa   Happy sad      BAND 8 
Have you ever felt happy and sad at the same time? This is what happens to Toby 
and the mermaid when they become friends. Wonderful watercolour illustrations add 
to the magic of this gentle story. 
YEAR 2 Extended stories 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Relationships 
 
GRINDLEY Sally    Four black puppies    BAND 4 
Four black puppies are sleeping peacefully in their basket, then one wakes up and 
the trail of chaos begins! 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
 
GRINDLEY Sally    I don't want to!     BAND 9 
A familiar experience for many children, when fear of school is replaced by a 
reluctance to leave at going-home time. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
SEAL FOUNDATION New beginnings 
 
GRINDLEY Sally    There's a monster who eats books  BAND 7 

in our house 
A jolly story in which all the traps set to catch the monster are sprung by baby Annie. 
Cheerful illustrations, good fun. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
 



HARVEY Damian   Robin and the silver arrow 
The Sheriff of Nottingham is holding an archery competition but can Robin win the 
prize without being caught? This is part of the popular Hopscotch series for children 
developing their reading skills. 
YEAR 2 Traditional tales 
 
HAWKINS Colin    This old car      BAND 6 
Mr Bear decides to go for a ride in his car and picks up lots of friends on the way. 
The horse in the background is helping you to keep count. A lively counting book with 
the text all in speech bubbles. 
YEAR 1 Stories with predictable and repetitive patterns 
 
HAYES Sarah    The Grumpalump     BAND 8 
Delightful verse which encourages phonological development. Good fun to be had 
spotting the hidden faces on each page. 
YEAR 1Stories with predictable structures and patterned language 
 
HAYES Sarah    Nine ducks nine     BAND 6 
Nine ducks nine lure Mr Fox down to the rickety bridge where a big surprise awaits 
him. Beautiful illustrations and repetitive text tell this entertaining story. 
FOUNDATION  Mathematical development 
Stories with predictable and patterned language 
 
HOFFMAN Mary    Amazing Grace     BAND 10 
Caroline Binch’s beautiful illustrations capture Grace’s positive outlook on life – a 
good lesson for us all. 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 good to be me 
Stories from other cultures 
 
HUMPHREY Paul   How to make a card  Non Fiction 
This is a clearly laid out and simple book of instructions using a variety of language 
features. It explains how to make a dragon card. The book has a contents page and 
headings on each page as well as a list of instructions at the back. It also has labels 
and diagrams on some pages. 
Instructions 
 
HUTCHINS Pat    Titch       BAND 5 
The classic story of the youngest in the family outshone by his older siblings until it 
was Titch's seed that ''grew and grew and grew'' . 
FOUNDATION Knowledge and understanding of the World 
SEAL FOUNDATION Changes 
Stories with predictable and patterned language 
 
INKPEN Mick   Kipper’s A – Z    BAND 8 
Everybody’s favourite dog, Kipper takes us through the alphabet, accompanied by 
his faithful sidekick Arnold and other friends. Look out for the excitable Zebra who 
can’t wait for his turn! 
FOUNDATION Communication, language and literacy 
 Alphabet book 
 
JAMES Simon    Sally and the limpet    BAND 10 
A funny environmental tale, featuring a bold little girl with a bizarre problem. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
 



KOPPER Lisa    Daisy is a Mummy     BAND 5 
Lovable Daisy the bull terrier is growing up. Now she is a mummy taking care of her 
three puppies just like the human mummy. A feel good book! 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
 
LAW Karina    The truth about those billy goats 
This book recounts the troll’s version of events. The simple text belies some clever 
use of word-play and eagle-eyed observers will spot the clues in the pictures which 
tell the real truth.  
YEAR 2 Traditional tales 
 
LINDEN Anne Marie   One smiling grandma    BAND 5 
A counting book set in the Caribbean. Lovely colours. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar, predictable and patterned language from a range of 
cultures 
 
LITTLE Penny    Glub! 
An ideal early read with one or two paragraphs of text on each double page spread. 
There are lively, colour illustrations throughout which support the story well. Look out 
for Lucky the goldfish, after a mishap in the kitchen sink and for super hero Dad who 
eventually saves the day! 
Yr 1 and 2 Familiar settings 
 
McCAUGHREAN Geraldine My grandmother’s clock   BAND 8 
A sensitive, moving story of Grandma who shows her grandchild how to see time 
moving not only through the cycle of the seasons and weather, but by the seconds of 
a heartbeat and much, much more. 
YEAR 2 Stories with familiar settings 
 
McNAUGHTON Colin   Goal!       BAND 7 
Preston the world's most brilliant footballer is off - hotly pursued by hungry Mr. Wolf! 
Very witty, with wonderful illustrations. ''Ooh-Ah-Preston Pig. I said ooh-ah-Preston 
Pig !!!!'' 
YEAR 1 Stories about fantasy worlds 
Texts with language play, humorous stories 
 
McNAUGHTON Colin   Suddenly!      BAND 7 
Slapstick and irony combined. Short text with speech bubbles and varied type face. 
Great fun. 
YEAR 1 Stories with predictable and patterned language, humorous stories 
 
MARTIN Bill Jr    Brown bear, brown bear, what do BAND 5 

you see? 
On each page a different tissue-paper collage animal has a question to ask. Simple 
repetition and beautiful illustrations make this a perennial favourite picture book. 
YEAR 1 Stories with predictable and repetitive patterns 
 
MARTIN David    Little chicken chicken    BAND 8 
A story of a chicken with attitude, loosely based on the tale of Chicken Licken. Sue 
Heap’s illustrations bring the humour of the story to life. 
YEAR 2 Traditional stories 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Good to be me 
 
 



MOON Nicola    JJ Rabbit and the monster   BAND 8 
Two stories in which JJ Rabbit and his friends Mole, Owl and Badger go in search of 
adventure. This book, from the ‘I am Reading’ series, has lively, coloured illustrations 
and clear text. 
YEAR 2 Extended stories 
 
MOON Nicola    Lucy's picture     BAND 8 
An endearing tale about Lucy's wish to make a special collage picture for her blind 
Grandpa. The story is full of expectation and the bright, distinctive illustrations create 
a cheerful mood. 
YEAR 2 Stories with familiar settings 
 
MURPHY Jill    On the way home     BAND 8 
Comic-book format and repetitive text, as each double-page spread tells an individual 
story. 
YEAR 1 Stories about fantasy worlds 
 
MURPHY Jill    Peace at last     BAND 7 
Good for story-mapping, great for drama, splendid for sound effects. Notice how the 
different styles of illustration interrelate. 
FOUNDATION Knowledge and understanding of the World (senses) 
YEAR 1&2 Stories with familiar settings 
Stories with predictable and patterned language 
 
NASH Margaret   The princess and the frog  BAND 6 
A lively version of this traditional tale which features a feisty princess and an 
alternative ending. This is part of the popular Hopscotch series for children 
developing their reading skills. 
YEAR 2 Traditional stories 
 
NICHOLLS Judith   Billywise     BAND 8 
This beautiful, lyrical picture book, enhanced with atmospheric illustrations by Jason 
Cockcroft, tells the story of a baby owl’s first challenge, to overcome his fears and 
learn to fly. 
 Stories with predictable and patterned language 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Going for goals  
 
-----      Night-night Knight (ed. M. Rosen)  P 
This entertaining collection of poems covers a variety of styles including limericks, 
tonguetwisters and nursery rhymes as you’ve never read them before! 
 
OFFEN Hilda    There might be giants    BAND 7 
The illustrations convey the children's riotous fantasy world, leaving no doubt at all 
who is in control. 
YEAR 1 Stories about fantasy worlds 
 
OKE Jan & Jerry   Naughty bus    BAND 7 
There is so much to talk about and share in this unusual and imaginative bus journey 
through some very familiar territory. Produced by local authors, it is a great stimulus 
for small world play. Stunning photographs combined with a twist in the text on every 
page make this title worth visiting time and time again. 
YEAR 2 Stories with familiar settings 
 
 



-----      An Orange Poetry Paintbox   P 
You'll find roller-coaster rides, tractors, slides, winter walks and summer holidays as 
this colourful anthology takes you through the year. 
 
POSTGATE Daniel (illust.)  The hairy toe     BAND 10 
Great fun and a bit scary, this is a simple and lively version of the classic story! 
YEAR 2 Traditional stories 
 
POWELL Jillian   Recycled 
Bold simple text is used in this environmental tale involving a class of children 
starting a recycling bank. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
 
PRATER John             On Friday something funny happened  BAND 4 
The story unfolds a week of mayhem as two young children get into mischief…except 
Friday when something funny happened! Told by simple comic style illustrations, this 
book has a limited amount of large, clear text. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
 
RAYNER Shoo    Hey, diddle, diddle    BAND 10 
The cow really does jump over the moon and Humpty Dumpty actually falls off the 
wall in this fun-filled book of nursery rhymes, complete with flaps and moving parts! 
YEAR 1 Traditional stories and rhymes 
 
ROSS Tony     I’m coming to get you!    BAND 6 
Little Tommy Brown is rather afraid of monsters and one is after him. A book about 
confronting fears with a surprise at the end! 
YEAR 1 Stories about fantasy worlds 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Good to be me 
 
ROSS Tony     Stone soup      BAND 7 
A classic folk tale given the Tony Ross treatment, where the underdog comes out 
triumphant. 
YEAR 1 Traditional stories and rhymes; fairy stories 
 
ROYSTON Angela   Why do we need to eat?  Non fiction 
This is a simple non chronological report on a popular NC topic with quality photos 
complementing the clear text. There is a contents page and index as well as a 
glossary and clear labels. There is also a page of instructions on how to make some 
healthy coleslaw. 
Information books, non-chronological reports, instructions 
 
RYAN Margaret    Puffling in a pickle    BAND 11 
Puffling has a wonderful time on his first day out of the burrow. But can he remember 
how to get home? From the popular 'Ready, Steady Read!' series, this book has 
clear print, lively text and delightful pictures. 
YEAR 2 Extended stories 
 
RYAN Margaret    Robbie and the pirate    BAND 8 
Robbie is scared of lots of things as he walks to school, but when he gets there, 
sitting in his seat is Blackbeard the pirate! Blackbeard proves not to be scary though 
and shows him how to stand up to all his other fears. This lively book from the ‘Bright 
Stars’ series is great fun! 
YEAR 2  Extended stories 



 
 
SHARRATT Nick    Ketchup on your cornflakes   BAND 1 
‘Do you like custard on your toothbrush?’ Have lots of fun with the combinations 
available in this simple split page book. 
FOUNDATION Communication, language and literacy 
Stories with predictable and patterned language 
 
STEWART Paul    Dogbird      BAND 11 
Dad says the bird must go. But the trouble is, what do you do with a barking budgie? 
An hilarious story with matching illustrations, this book is from the Corgi Pups series 
and suitable for new readers. 
YEAR 2 Extended stories 
Language play and funny stories 
 
STOW Jenny    The house that Jack built   BAND 6 
The lush vegetation, bright colours and blazing skies of the Caribbean are captured 
in collage and add a new dimension to this cumulative rhyme. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar, predictable and patterned language from a range of 
cultures 
 
UMANSKY Kaye    Pass the jam, Jim     BAND 5 
A feast of sounds, full of tongue-twisting patterned language. Great fun. 
YEAR 1 Stories with predictable and patterned language 
 
WADDELL Martin    The Big bad mole’s coming   BAND 5 
Tension is rising in the farmyard. They have heard that Big bad mole is coming and 
everyone is getting nervous and confused! Great fun for sharing! 
YEAR 1 Stories and rhymes with predictable and repetitive patterns 
 
WADDELL Martin    Can't you sleep, little bear?   BAND 10 
A warm and humorous prize-winning book that explores and dispels all fear of the 
dark.  
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Good to be me 
 
WADDELL Martin    Farmer Duck     BAND 7 
A moral tale with a happy ending, this is "Animal Farm" for infants! Wonderful 
characterisation, a rowdy, repetitive chorus and utterly stunning illustrations. 
FOUNDATION Communication, language and literacy 
SEAL FOUNDATION Relationships 
 
WADDELL Martin    Once there were giants    BAND 7 
Detailed domestic scenes, coupled with good use of repetition in the natural rhythms 
of speech, give a sense of history through three generations of a family. 
FOUNDATION Knowledge and understanding of the world (physical development) 
Year 1 Stories with familiar settings 
 
WADDELL Martin    Owl babies      BAND 6 
The misery of being left alone and the magic of mum's return; simple text, beautiful 
characterisation and phrasing, and engaging illustrations. 
YEAR 1 Stories with predictable structures and patterned language 
 
 



 
 
WADE Barrie    Icarus, the boy who flew 
From the popular Hopscotch series, this is an early read version of the popular Greek 
myth. It is simply told with clear, bold text and full colour illustrations. It could also be 
used at Year 3 with less able readers. 
Myths and legends 
 
WALSH Jill Paton    Connie came to play    BAND 6 
Robert refuses to share his toys, but Connie doesn’t mind, she imagines bigger and 
better ones for herself, but she lets him share a story. The beautiful, hazy illustrations 
help tell the story. 
YEAR 1 Stories with familiar settings 
SEAL YEAR 1 & 2 Getting on and falling out 
 
WEBB Steve   Tanka, tanka, skunk! sounds like drums 
A fun book with huge read aloud potential which explores sound and rhythm. Young 
children will enjoy joining in and keeping the pulse as various animals are brought 
into the story. Introduces the concept of syllables and can be used with Foundation 
stage ‘Playing with sounds’ materials. 
FOUNDATION Communication, Language and Literacy 
 
WEST Colin     ‘Pardon?’ said the giraffe   BAND 7 
A good book for beginner readers in which a very, very small frog tries to talk to a 
very, very tall giraffe. Great fun. 
YEAR 1 Stories and rhymes with predictable and repetitive patterns 
 
WILLIS Jeanne   Tadpole’s promise 
A tadpole and caterpillar vow to love each other forever and never change but nature 
overtakes them! This story has a nasty shock in store but Tony Ross’s wonderful 
illustrations ensure the message is carried across with much humour. Will also be 
appreciated by older children and adults! 
YEAR 2 significant authors and familiar settings 
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