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School Library Service
Looking for an author?
Having a real live author, illustrator or poet in your school stimulates enormous enthusiasm for reading in children and young people of all ages.  At first glance this might appear to be an expensive idea but the benefits for the children will make the initial outlay well worthwhile.  

You need to plan in advance to get the most out of the experience.  Make sure the school has plenty of copies of the author / illustrator’s work for children to explore prior to the visit.  You should also have some clear ideas of how to capitalise on the excitement generated by the big day. 
Do remember: 
· brilliant authors and illustrators don’t necessarily make great speakers and presenters.
· Michael Morpurgo and other “big name” authors are wonderful but they also get booked up more than a year ahead.
www.wordpool.co.uk/ap/apcontents.htm provides a list of authors who will visit schools, alongside profiles of them and their work.
www.authorsabroad.com Authors Abroad aim to provide school author visits throughout the UK and abroad, using a hand-picked selection of leading UK authors, poets and illustrators
www.contactanauthor.co.uk a site linked to Wordpool which allows you to search for an author using specific criteria, e.g. age range of audience, distance from school and genre. There are also some helpful (and some very obvious) tips when booking an author and planning an author visit.
www.ncll.org.uk/25_LFA   a site managed by the National Centre for Language and Literacy which allows you to search by age range of audience and locality.
www.classactagency.co.uk/ Class act is a booking service for schools offering to find, organise and book authors, illustrators, storytellers, poets and children’s writers for your school. It is run by an ex teacher.
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